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“A STEP AHEAD OF THE VOTE”

FOR ELECTION INFORMATION

Contact your county Board of Elections or visit www. VotesPA.com. The League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania Citizen Information Center also provides election
information. Call 717-234-1576 with any questions or go to www.Vote411.org.

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

The material in this Guide was compiled by the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania-Citizen Education Fund. This material may not be altered or reprinted
without the permission of the League. Each candidate’s reply has been printed as submitted. Candidates were invited to participate in the Vote411 online voters’
guide sponsored by the LWVPA-CEF and Patriot-News/PennLive via email. All reasonable efforts were made to encourage candidates to participate.

The candidates listed are those whose names appear on the ballot as of September 24, 2019. They are listed according to their party and then alphabetically.

Nothing in this guide should be construed as an endorsement or non-endorsement of any candidate, party, or initiative by the League of Women Voters of

Pennsylvania-Citizen Education Fund.

PURPOSE AND POLICY OF THE LEAGUE

The purpose of the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania-Citizen Education Fund is to promote political responsibility through informed and active
participation of citizens in government. The League is nonpartisan: it neither supports nor opposes any political parties or candidates. Nothing in this guide
should be construed as an endorsement of any candidate by the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania-Citizen Education Fund.

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE

JOB DESCRIPTION

The Superior Court is one of Pennsylvania’s
two statewide intermediate appellate courts.
This court, which was established in 1895,
reviews most of the civil and criminal cases
that are appealed from the Courts of Common
Pleas in the Commonwealth’s 67 counties.
The Superior Court consists of 15 judges who
serve 10-year terms. The president judge of
the Superior Court is elected to a five-year
term by his or her colleagues. A huge volume
of appeals flows to Superior Court from the
trial courts. Generally, appeals are heard b
panels of three judges sitting in Philadelphia,
Harrisburg, or Pittsburgh. The court often is
the final arbiter of legal disputes. Although
the Supreme Court may grant a petition for
review of a Superior Court decision, most
such petitions are denied and the ruling of the
Superior Court stands.

Salary: $199,114

Candidates (choose 2):

REPUBLICAN

MEGAN MCCARTHY KING

Deputy District Attorney

Mailing Address: 201 West Market Street,
West Chester, PA 19355

Education: Vanderbilt University, B.A.(1992)
University of Pittsburgh School of Law, J.D.
(1995) Rosemont College, M.A.(Ed.) 2010
Qualifications: Deputy District Attorney
Child Abuse Unit, Chester County. Supervisor
of the Child and Elder Abuse Units of
Lancaster County District Attorney’s Office.
2018 awarded Pennsylvania Blue Ribbon
Champion for Children. Board President,
Child Advocacy Center, Chester County.
Clerk, Justice Thomas Saylor, Pennsylvania
Supreme Court. Adjunct Professor, Cabrini
College, Graduate Studies - taught Education
Law and Special Education Laws and
Regulations. Recommended by the PA Bar
Association

QUESTIONS:

Q: What is the most important quality in a
judge?

A: The most important quality in a judge is a
commitment to impartiality-to set aside his/
her own point of view and to carry out the
law in a fair and impartial manner. Judges
are sworn in to uphold the law - to apply

the law to the facts, regardless of popular
opinion, political pressure, or personal belief.
As a prosecutor, I have a well established
reputation for following the facts and the law
to a fair conclusion. I defend the presumption
of innocence and do all that I can to make
sure charges are filed when warranted under
the law and the facts. With each case, I

take a total picture approach, taking into
consideration all of the competing dynamics.
There is a tremendous responsibility as a
prosecutor and a judge, and impartiality and
fairness are the most important qualities. The
concepts of fairness and equal justice are not
just words to me, and I am committed to
interpreting the law with integrity, honor and
common sense.

Q: As a member of the judiciary, what can
you do on and off the bench to ensure that all
Pennsylvanians have access to justice?

A: The access to justice crisis exists in the
criminal and civil justice system. People can
be denied justice because they are unable to
afford lawyers. The justice system should be
accessible to all, irrespective of a person’s
ability to pay. Accordingly, increasing pro
bono efforts should be encouraged. Utilizing
the Court’s public website - offering forms
and a manual for pro se litigants increases
access as well as assists judges to discern what
are the specific matters on appeal that is being
pursued. Another way to ensure access to
justice, judges on and off the bench must work
to create a presumption of a fair and equal
justice system so that those seeking access to
the courts believe their matter will be handled
fairly and equally regardless of their social

or economic status or any other potential
obstacle to receiving fair treatment.

Q: Under what circumstances would you
recuse or have you recused yourself from a
case?

A: Whenever a judge has any doubt about
his/her ability to impartially preside over a
matter, or believes that his/her impartiality
might reasonably be questioned by others,

the judge should recuse themselves, as even
the appearance of bias must be avoided.
Pennsylvania’s Code of Judicial Conduct
requires that Pennsylvania judges avoid both
impropriety and its appearance in all of their
activities. Accordingly, judges should err on
the side of caution and recuse himself/herself
whenever they have a doubt about their ability
to preside over a legal matter.

CHRISTYLEE PECK

Judge-Cumberland County Court of
Common Pleas

Mailing Address: 4431 N Front Street,

3rd Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17110

Education: Penn State University, B.A. 1997
Dickinson School of Law, J.D. 2001
Qualifications: I have served as a Cumberland
County Court of Common Pleas Judge since
2012, handling all areas of law (civil, family,
PFAs, criminal, dependency, appellate).
Before that, I was a prosecutor handling major
felonies and child abuse cases. I am on the

PA Supreme Court Commission on Judicial
Independence and PA Court Appointed
Special Advocates for Children Board. I am
involved with several groups that improve the
administration of justice. I am endorsed by
the Pa State Troopers Association.

QUESTIONS:

Q: What is the most important quality in a
judge?

A: Fairness, impartiality, respect for the law
and for those who come before the court. As a
Court of Common Pleas Judge, I am prepared
with firm knowledge of the law when going
into court, but never make a decision before
hearing all facts, listening with an open

mind and giving legal arguments thoughtful
consideration and review. Judges should

have an interest and curiosity in the law, and
care for the citizens to whom it is applied.

We must at all times ensure the integrity of
the bench and adhere to the Code of Judicial
Conduct. We improve people’s respect for the
judiciary by always showing them respect.

Q: As a member of the judiciary, what can
you do on and off the bench to ensure that all
Pennsylvanians have access to justice?

A: As asitting judge now, I ensure that



all people who come before me are given

due process. If any litigant represents
themselves, I ensure that they have a general
knowledge of the procedure in court. If
language interpretation is required or even
possibly so, I ensure that same is provided
before the start of any proceeding. I treat

all those that come to my courtroom with
respect so that they know they have equal
access to justice before me. I listen. I do not
prejudge. I ensure fairness to all. Off the
bench, I work to improve the administration
of justice. I formerly was a Co-Chair of the
Legal Representation Workgroup of the PA
Statewide Children’s Roundtable. We worked
to improve legal representation and create
standards for attorneys that represent parents
and children in dependency proceedings. I
support the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network
and pro bono representation programs.

Q: Under what circumstances would you
recuse or have you recused yourself from a
case?

A: Every day as a judge, I review each
matter coming before me preliminarily to
determine and ensure my impartiality on
the matter. I am mindful of Rule 2.11 of the
Code of Judicial Conduct and would recuse
accordingly if circumstances warranted

it. If ever there is even an appearance of
impropriety for any reason, I always discuss
it with counsel, or if unrepresented, with the
parties, and ensure that an informed decision
is made by all as to whether I may continue
on the case. Although infrequent, disclosure
of the above is paramount, prior to the start
of any proceeding.

DEMOCRAT

DANIEL MCCAFFERY

Judge of the Philadelphia Court of Common
Pleas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 472

Bensalem, PA 19020

Education: Temple University, BS. 1988
Temple University School of Law, JD. 1991
Qualifications: I will bring 28 years of

legal experience to the Superior Court. As
an Assistant District Attorney assigned to
the Major Trials Division, I've Prosecuted
over 50 jury trials and thousands of bench
trials. As a current Trial Judge since 2013,
assigned to one of the busiest trial divisions
in Pennsylvania, I have presided over
thousands of trials. I am honored to be the
only candidate to have received a “Highly
Recommended” for this seat on the Superior
Court by the Pennsylvania Bar Association.

QUESTIONS:

Q: What is the most important quality in a
judge?

A: Impartiality and work ethic.

Q: As a member of the judiciary, what can
you do on and off the bench to ensure that all
Pennsylvanians have access to justice?

A: All judges must make sure that every
participant in the legal system is aware

of their rights and responsibilities to the

court and afforded quality representation

in each step of the proceedings. Measures
must be taken to inform all participants

of the various services available to obtain
quality representation and every judge must
endeavor to make sure that all Pennsylvanians
participating in the judicial system are
afforded quality representation.

Q: Under what circumstances would you
recuse or have you recused yourself from a
case?

A: T would recuse in any case where I feel

I could not be fair and impartial to either
side of a dispute or where my impartiality
may fairly be questioned. I have recused

in instances where there is an actual or
perceived conflict of interest in order to
preserve the integrity of the judicial system
and the appearance of impartiality and
fairness to participants and the public.

ON-LINE VOTERS GUIDE

The Vote411 Online Voters Guide is available
at www.vote411.org. Links to this guide as
well as links to Vote41l and other useful
information for voters can be found on the
League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania
homepage: www.palwv.org.

AMANDA GREEN-HAWKINS

Attorney

Mailing Address: PO Box 4766 Pittsburgh,
PA 15206

EDUCATION: Duke University, BA
Northeastern Univ. School of Law, JD
Qualifications: I represented the Union

in courts and federal and state agencies
around the country. I was a law clerk for

the Hon. Lawrence M. Lawson, AJSC, in the
Superior Court of NJ - Monmouth Division,
and a legal intern for the Hon. Joseph
Greenaway, USD], in the US District Court
for the District of NJ in Newark. I've been a
mediator, and a law clerk for the IUE-CWA,
and Levy Ratner, a union-side law firm. I was
elected twice to Allegheny County Council.

QUESTIONS:

Q: What is the most important quality in a
judge?

A: Temperament is the most important
quality in a judge. Parties and litigants in our
courts must be heard and treated respectfully,
and a judge’s temperament is critical to a
party’s belief that he/she had their day in
court by being heard and treated respectfully.
People are more likely to accept a decision,
even if they disagree with it, if they are
treated fairly. A judge must be able to listen,
without expressing exasperation, frustration,
annoyance or other behaviors that may reflect
bias, and raise concerns about prejudice and
injustice in the justice system. A good judicial
temperament helps to improve satisfaction
with the courts, and perceptions about the
courts.

Q: As a member of the judiciary, what can
you do on and off the bench to ensure that all
Pennsylvanians have access to justice?

A: Implicit bias affects whether people

have access to justice. The Interbranch
Commission reported that people have
experienced bias in our courts based on race,
gender, and gender identity or expression.
Implicit bias is prejudice that unconsciously
affects decisions and beliefs, and it is cited as
a factor in disparate treatment in our judicial
system. We must recognize and confront
our implicit biases, and this has to become

a practice in order to effectuate change in
our judicial system. On the bench, I will
rigorously question the basis for decisions,
and challenge disparities in treatment to
eliminate implicit bias and ensure access

to justice for all Pennsylvanians. Off the
bench, I will continuously challenge myself
to recognize and confront my own implicit
biases that may impede access to justice.
Justice and equality demand that people be
treated fairly under the law; therefore, judges
must be compelled to act with unbiased
humanity.

Q: Under what circumstances would you
recuse or have you recused yourself from a
case?

A: I will abide by the judicial code which
requires recusal or disqualification under
speciﬁc enumerated circumstances, or
when my impartiality might reasonably be
questioned.

LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL

REPUBLICAN
WALTER L. GRIFFITH JR.
Trucksville
AGE: 65

EDUCATION: Wyoming Valley West High
Luzerne County Community College
OCCUPATION: Retired
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
One of the 11 members of the Home Rule
Charter Study Commission; participated in
the drafting of current Charter; I was the
Luzerne County Controller and a Taxpayer
Advocate since 2007. I have 30 years
experience in operating my own Automotive
repair business

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

Replace with:

I have demonstrated that I have a very

good working knowledge of our County
Government and will not hesitate to speak up
for the people of Luzerne County with regard
to any tax increase. I will fight for the removal
of the Storm Water Fee and also the $5.00
Registration Fee. I have demonstrated that I
can be an effective elected official and make
our County Council do their best to Legislate

for the People of the County and not for the
Corporations and “Connected People” of
Luzerne County.

LEE ANN MCDERMOTT

Kingston Township

AGE: 50

EDUCATION: Dallas H.S., Misericordia — no
degree

OCCUPATION

Business owner - McDermott Real Estate
Appraisal

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
Business owner for 24 years

Secretary - Republican Women of Luzerne
County

President - Junior League of Wilkes-Barre
2016-2017

Fund Development Chair - Junior League of
Wilkes-Barre 2017-2018

President - Diamonds in the Rough women’s
golf league 2017-2019

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

I have experience managing a business and

I know how to create and stick to a budget.

I am fiscally conservative and will do my

due diligence by going through the county
budget, line by line, to look for wasteful
spending. I will carefully analyze proposals
and do my research to make the best decisions
with taxpayer’s money. I will be responsive,
accessible and a business-minded member of
Luzerne County council.

KENDRA M. RADLE

Exeter

AGE: 25

EDUCATION: Bachelor’s Degree, Wilkes
University

OCCUPATION: Graduate Financial Services
Counselor, Wilkes University
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:

I hold a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science,
I am vice chair of the Luzerne County

Young Republicans, I have a background in
Financial Services, and I grew up, received my
education, and work in Luzerne County.

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

My goal is to make Luzerne County a
destination and not just a stepping stone

to get to somewhere better. This starts with
combating the Opioid Crisis, strengthening
relationships with elected officials in our
municipalities, and on the state level, and
continuing to improve county finances. My
drive to get things done, commitment to
move Luzerne County forward, and fresh take
on ideas all make me a great candidate for
Luzerne County Council.

ROBERT SCHNEE

Sugarloaf

AGE: 60

CANDIDATE FOR: Luzerne County Council
EDUCATION: Graduate, Hazleton High
School

OCCUPATION: Hazleton City Water
Authority

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
Currently serving on Luzerne County Council.
Served six years as Hazleton Area School
Board Director

Currently serving and for the past 12 years as
President of Union Local # 8567 Steelworkers
Served on many other boards and committees
over the years in the community.

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

IDENTIFICATION
REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW
VOTERS

If you are a new voter or if you are
voting at a polling place for the first
time, then you must bring your voter
ID card or a photo ID such as a driver’s
license, student ID or some other form
of Federal or State government issued
ID. Some forms of non-photo ID are
also acceptable such as a firearm permit,
current utility bill, bank statement,
paycheck, or government check. If you
do not have any acceptable ID, then you
must be allowed to vote by provisional
ballot.

If you are not a new voter and are not
voting at your polling place for the
first time, you are NOT required to
bring or provide identification.




Over the past three years I have worked
hard and have done my best in serving the
on council and in making great strides for
the residents of Luzerne County. I have no
personal agenda other than helping to make
Luzerne County a better place to live and
today I can stand my commitment. Thank
You.

STEPHEN J. URBAN

Wilkes-Barre

AGE: 45

EDUCATION: Attended Pennsylvania State
University and LCCC

OCCUPATION: IT Support Coordinator
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
Former County Council Member. Trusted
leader, understands County budget and
operations. Has rational business sense

to protect tax dollars utilizing corporate
operations experience. Technologically
savvy to recommend modern solutions to
manual processes to save time and resources.
Independent mindset when voting.

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

I care about the future of Luzerne County and
know how to find the resources to help our
people. Issues we need to address are mental
health care, eliminate $5 vehicle registration
fee, reinstate homestead exemption,
advocate our state leaders to fight against the
stormwater fee, decrease taxes and amend
the County Charter to work for the people,
not against them. I have an independent
mindset and will hold County Management
accountable to the people.

GREGORY S. WOLOVICH, JR.

Hanover Twp.

AGE: 26

EDUCATION: King’s College ‘14

B.S. in Accounting

OCCUPATION

Department Team Leader

Wilkes-Barre Wegmans
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
Knowledge in areas of Accounting and Ethics
from education at King’s College as well as
management experience from my current
career path go hand in hand with managing
county operations and budgeting.

1. Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

I feel that I am a good candidate for County
Council because I possess a deep passion for
the well being and livelihoods of all of our
County residents. I am more than willing
and eager to work alongside my colleagues
to come up with collective solutions to the
issues facing our families. Seeking input and
help from statewide and local officials, as
well as residents, is imperative in a smooth
functioning government.

DEMOCRAT

PATRICK M. BILBOW

Duryea

AGE: 50

EDUCATION: Pittston Area High School;
Kings College - BA - Political Science and
Secondary Social Studies Certification
PDE; Wilkes University - Masters Degree
Educational Leadership with K-12 Principal
Certification PDE; University of Scranton

- Superintendent Letter of Eligibility PDE;
Pennsylvania Department of Education
National Institute for School Leadership -
Executive Development Program
OCCUPATION: School Administrator
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
In my role both as a building administrator
and also in community organizations I

have always put people first and as a county
councilman I will emphasize the same kind of
leadership.......people above politics.

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

I feel that I am an outstanding candidate for
this office based on my education, my work
experience, and the community groups that

I have been involved in. These experiences
combined with my education have prepared
me to govern. I believe I am prepared to
make important decisions that have huge
impacts on many people. I will use all of these
experiences to better serve the citizens of
Luzerne County and provide for them the best
possible government and services that they
deserve.

TIM MCGINLEY

Kingston

AGE: 72

EDUCATION: Bachelor of Science in
Chemistry from Wilkes University

Master of Science in Educational
Administration from University of Scranton
Letter of Superintendent Eligibility from
Temple University

Graduate Studies in Chemistry & Educational
Leadership from Penn State University,
Temple University, Lehigh University
OCCUPATION: Current member of Luzerne
County Council Wilkes-Barre
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
Serving in my second term as member of
Luzerne County Council

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

I am currently completing my second term on
the Luzerne County Council. I have been an
active member of the council working with
all levels of local, county, state and federal
governments. Prior to serving on county
council, my previous career experiences

in finance and budget, Human Resources,
team building and leadership roles helped to
prepare me to serve as a public servant on the
Luzerne County Council.

ANUP PATEL

Mountain Top

AGE: 47

EDUCATION: Industrial Engineering from
NJIT

OCCUPATION: Business Owner
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
My Education and Business experience

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

One bringing diversity to the council. Also by
bringing my successful business experience
to the table finding ways to attract other
businesses without the typical Koz tax breaks.
In example explaining to national companies
our prime real estate within the I-80 and I-81
corridor.

ROBERT SCHNEE

Sugarloaf

AGE: 60

CANDIDATE FOR: Luzerne County Council
EDUCATION: Graduate, Hazleton High
School

OCCUPATION: Hazleton City Water
Authority

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:

Currently serving on Luzerne County Council.

Served six years as Hazleton Area School
Board Director

Currently serving and for the past 12 years as
President of Union Local # 8567 Steelworkers
Served on many other boards and committees
over the years in the community.

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

Over the past three years I have worked
hard and have done my best in serving the
on council and in making great strides for
the residents of Luzerne County. I have no
personal agenda other than helping to make
Luzerne County a better place to live and
today I can stand my commitment. Thank
You.

JOE SEBASTIANELLI

Pittston Township

AGE: 28

CANDIDATE FOR: Luzerne County Council
EDUCATION: King’s College
OCCUPATION: Teacher
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:

I grew up in a small business family. I
understand the challenges facing small
businesses. Currently, 'm teaching special
needs children. I'm responsible for their

safety and education. I'll apply the leadership
qualities I've displayed in my profession—
excellent listening skills and working well with
others—to government.

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

I was born and raised in Luzerne County. I
know this county like the back of my hand. I
have a clear understanding of the problems
facing our residents. I will fight for everyone
(Democrats, Republicans, Independents,
and so on). We need to lower property taxes,
reduce wasteful spending, tackle corruption,
end the storm water fee, fix our crumbling
infrastructure, fight the opioid epidemic,
enhance public safety, fight for better paying

jobs, and so much more.

JANE WALSH WAITKUS

Mountain Top

AGE: 71

EDUCATION: Bachelor’s, Misericordia
University

Master’s, University District of Colombia
Master’s, Scranton University
OCCUPATION: Retired Emeritus Professor
Penn State University

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS OFFICE:
Currently completing first term as member

of county council. Former small business
owner who knows how to budget and make
payroll. Former Real Estate Appraiser; Former
Director PSU Hazleton Teaching and Learning
Center - Coordinated schedules, maintained
budgets, supervised staff

Why do you feel that you are a good
candidate for the above office?

I can balance budget and save money for
taxpayers. I increase revenue by being chair

of the real estate Committee and identifying
county owned properties that can be sold and
put back on the tax rolls. Chair of the Act 13
committee that creates a grant process that
distributes funds for recreation to local towns.
As a member of the board of Wilkes-barre
Scranton airport, I help oversee a very efficient
airport operation. As vice chair of council,
committed to improving county infrastructure
of roads and bridges owned by the couty. Able
to balance the budget, keep a close watch on
the bottom line and save the taxpayers money.

LUZERNE COUNTY
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

REPUBLICAN

STEFANIE J. SALAVANTIS

Kingston

AGE: 36

EDUCATION: Juris Doctor from Thomas M
Cooley Law School

OCCUPATION: Luzerne County District
Attorney

Why do you feel that you are a good candi-
date for the above office?

For the past 7.5 years, I have made it a priority
to aggressively prosecute those who commit
crimes in our county through implementation
of programs to assist with investigating and
prosecuting gangs and drug dealers as well

as child predators and those who target our
elderly. I have also emphasized the need for di-
version programs when appropriate. The com-
bination helps work toward the goal of a more
positive and bright future for all residents.

WRITE-IN VOTING

Information for write-in voting will be
available at the polling place.

A/\

ELECTION DAY
PROBLEMS

If your right to vote is challenged at the
polls on Election Day and the problem
cannot be resolved at the polling place,
the judge of elections at the polling place
should telephone the county Board

of Elections. The problem could be
resolved by phone if your name appears
on the county records. If it does not and
you want to try to resolve the problem,
then you can go in person to the county
Board of Elections where a judge from
the Court of Common Pleas will be

on duty to resolve election problems.
Alternatively you can ask for and vote
by provisional ballot. If it is later
determined that you were eligible to vote
your ballot will be counted. You will be
given instructions on how to determine
if your vote was counted.

If you have any questions or need to
report any problems, call 1-866-OUR-
VOTE for assistance in English or
Spanish or 1-888-API-VOTE for
assistance in Asian languages.
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